"Normalisation" and "community care" are concepts that reflect humanitarian concern, and any improvements are welcome in the quality of care provided for the mentally handicapped and in the help provided for their families. Equal attention needs to be given to a frontal attack on discovering the aetiology and finding ways to prevent mental handicap.
In the past such research could be based on the population in our large institutions; it will need to be continued in the new community setting. Whatever the setting, detailed, comprehensive, and regular neuropathological studies will still be essential.
